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FOREWORD 


In  this  Historical  Monograph  we  seek  both  to  voice  our  gratitude  to  the  pioneers  who 
laid  the  foundations  and  who  prepared  the  way  for  the  privileges  we  now  enjoy  in  the 
Yokohama  Union  Church,  and  to  give  reason  for  the  faith  that  holds  us  to  our  task  in  this 
strategic  parish  of  the  Pacific. 

The  sincere  thanks  of  the  present  membership  and  of  “ alumni  ” in  all  parts  of  the  world 
are  extended  to  those  who  have  gathered  this  material  and  to  all  those  who  by  letters, 
photographs,  or  verbal  anecdotes  have  made  possible  the  telling  of  a story  that  we  are  certain 
will  warm  the  hearts  of  those  who  have  shared  the  fortunes  of  this  Church.  Special  thanks 
are  due  the  compiler  who  has  worked  for  several  months  securing  data  from  far  corners  of 
the  earth,  comparing  and  harmonizing  these  notes,  and  combining  all  into  this  readable  and 
illuminating  account.  The  difficulties  of  this  task  will  be  appreciated  by  those  who  recall 
that  official  church  records  were  destroyed  in  the  disaster  of  1923 ; not  even  a membership  roll 
was  available.  With  pages  necessarily  limited,  it  has  been  impossible  to  include  many 
incidents  that  would  fittingly  adorn  a more  extensive  summary,  or  to  give  personal  recognition 
to  the  service  of  many  whose  loyalty,  consecration  and  sacrifice  have  indeed  made  the  history 
of  the  Union  Church. 


October,  1932. 


Pastor 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  YOKOHAMA  UNION  CHURCH 


The  Union  Church  of  Yokohama  was  the  outgrowth  of  regular 
Sunday  services  held  from  1859  by  the  early  missionaries  at  Kana- 
gawa,  the  treaty  port  of  the  eastern  part  of  Japan.  They  were 
begun  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Hepburn — genial  medical  missionary  and  compiler 
of  the  first  English-Japanese  Dictionary— later  joined  by  Dr.  S.  R. 

Brown,  scholarly  minister  of  the  same  church.  The  attendants  were 
consular  agents,  business  men,  and  others  from  the  mercantile 
marine  service.  As  the  city  of  Yokohama  grew,  the  services  were 
transferred  there,  and  in  1861  were  being  held  in  the  parlors  of  Sir 
Rutherford  Alcock,  the  English  Minister.  Here  they  continued  until 
the  erection  of  the  English  Church  at  No.  101  Settlement,  the  building 
and  organization  being  fostered  by  Dr.  S.  R.  Brown.  The  American 
and  “ dissenting  " members  then  met  in  the  United  States  Consulate, 
later  at  Dr.  Hepburn's  new  dispensary-chapel  at  No.  39  Water  Street.  Here  occurred  the 
organization  of  Union  Church,  “ late  in  1871,”  or,  more  probably,  in  early  1872.  The  basis 
of  its  organization  was  that  it  should  be  “ entirely  independent  in  the  regulation  of  its  affairs, 
governing  itself  according  to  the  teachings  of  the  Word  of  Codas  understood  by  its  founders.” 


Rev.  S.  R.  Brown.  D.D. 
First  Pastor 
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At  the  same  time  it  was  emphatically  desired  that  it  should  be  “at  one  with  the  Church 
of  Christ  throughout  the  world,  and  should  seek  always  to  be  in  fellowship  with  the 
churches  of  the  Lord.”  Therefore,  “ Union  Church  ” was  appropriately  chosen  as  the  name. 

For  the  next  three  years  morning  services  were  held  in  the  Gaiety  Theatre,  No.  68  Main 
Street.  As  more  and  more  of  the  members  were  living  on  the  Bluff,  it  was  more  convenient  to 
assemble  in  the  evening  for  services  in  the  hospitable  Home  of  Doremus  School  at  No.  212  Bluff. 

It  appears  that  in  1872  there  were  thirty-six  signers  of  the  Articles  of  Faith,  by  1874 
increased  to  sixty-nine.  Changes  of  that  period  are  forcibly  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  in  1875 
only  twenty-three  of  the  sixty-nine  remained.  On  the  other  hand  it  must  be  rem.embered  that 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Ballagh,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Loomis  and  Miss  Julia  N.  Crosby  continued  as 
members  for  nearly  fifty  years. 

Officers  of  the  first  church  were  ; 

Pastor — Dr.  S.  R.  Brown 

Elders — Capt.  J.  Crittenden  Watson,  U.S.N. 

W.  St.  G.  Elliott,  D.D.S. 

Deacons — Henry  MacArthur 

Capt.  F.  Dithlefesen  of  the  N.Y.K. 

Sunday  School  Superintendent— Dr.  Elliott. 

The  small  Sunday  School  met  afternoons  in  private  homes. 

In  July,  1875,  the  edifice  near  the  Customs  House  landing,  known  as  Kaigan  Church,  was 
dedicated,  built  on  land  given  by  the  Japanese  Government  to  the  United  States  for  a consulate. 
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As  it  was  not,  however,  the  policy  of  the  United 
States  to  own  land  in  a foreign  country,  this 
property  was  allocated  to  Union  Church  through 
the  kind  offices  of  U.  S.  Minister  Bingham.  The 
building  was  large  and  substantial,  costing  some 
68000  at  a time  when  skilled  carpenters  drew  from 
twenty  to  forty  cents  a day.  Of  the  above  sum 
Hawaiian  Christians  contributed  $1000  as  early  as 
1859 ; the  Honorable  Townsend  Harris,  first  U.  S. 
Minister  to  the  Court  of  the  Shogun,  gave  $1000  in 
1861 ; his  successor.  Honorable  R.  H.  Pruyn,  added 
another  $500,  and  some  British  seamen  850.  From 
friends  in  the  States  of  Dr.  Ballagh  came  $2373, 
while  he  himself  contributed  fees  from  a school 
where  he  taught  of  $559.  The  remaining  $2500 


was  realized  from  previously  invested  gifts.  A kaigan  church 

valuable  and  artistic  contribution  of  stained-glass 

windows  was  received  from  T.  C.  Doremus  of  New  York  City. 


The  Japanese  congregation  of  the  Kaigan  Church  held  their  Sunday  morning  service  at  an 
early  hour,  thus  enabling  Union  Church  to  use  the  same  building  for  their  eleven  o’clock 
service  and  for  the  vestry  during  the  week.  The  sole  expense  was  a fee  of  Y25  a week 
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inclusive  of  heating.  This  place  was  some  distance  from  the  Bluff,  but  it  was  the  day  of  the 
horse  and  trap,  which  cost  about  thirty  yen  a month  to  maintain  ; jinrikisha  were  numerous, 
and  a “ pusher  ” up  the  hill  asked  only  two  sen. 

The  Japanese  church  owned  a “small  harmonium”  quite  insufficient  for  the  large  building. 
The  Union  Church  installed  a more  powerful  organ  with  pedal  board  and  pump  handle  for  a 
native  blower.  Volunteer  organists  and  choir  singers  were  usually  to  be  found,  prominent 
among  whom  was  Mr.  W.  A.  Oram,  a Hongkong-Shanghai  Bank  official  who  trained  choirs  of 
young  and  old  and  was  also  a skilled  organist. 

After  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Brown  as  pastor  in  1874  the  missionaries  of  Yokohama  and 
Tokyo  supplied  the  pulpit  for  about  two  years,  when  Dr.  J.  L.  Amerman  was  pastor  for  about 
one  year.  From  1878  Rev.  Luther  H.  Gulick,  American  Bible  Society  agent,  served  the  church 
acceptably  until  his  removal  to  Shanghai  in  1881.  Another  leaderless  two  years  passed  when 
Rev.  W.  C.  Davisson  (M.  E.  Mission)  was  pastor  for  a few  months,  followed  by  Rev.  E.  S. 
Booth  for  two  full  years.  In  1884  the  church  established  a mission  among  the  Chinese  in 
Yokohama  continuing  aid  until  the  Christian  Chinese  were  able  to  support  it.  In  1880  the 
King  of  Hawaii  visited  Japan,  and  was  given  a reception  in  the  building  his  subjects  had 
helped  to  build. 

The  City  of  Yokohama  meanwhile  had  grown  considerably;  the  need  of  a pastor  to  give 
his  entire  time  to  the  church  was  most  apparent.  In  December  1886,  the  first  bazaar  for  a 
pastor’s  fund  was  held,  and  955.41  Mexican  dollars — a very  large  sum  for  those  days — was 
realized.  The  affair  was  held  in  the  old  Masonic  building,  opposite  the  U.  S.  Consulate,  and 
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Judge  Hannen  of  the  British  Consular  Court  presided  at  the  opening.  Mr.  George  Sale 
and  his  son,  Charles,  with  Mr.  Edwards  and  Mrs.  Worden  were  among  the  promoters ; tourists, 
Japanese  dealers  and  Anglican  residents  were  among  the  supporters. 

It  was  through  the  help  of  Dr.  Cochran  of  the  Canadian  Methodist  Mission  at  Tokyo,  who 
was  continuous  supply  for  six  months,  that  the  church  sent  a call  to  Rev.  Geo.  M.  Meacham, 
a former  missionary  in  Japan  who  knew  conditions.  He  and  his  family  arrived  in  late  1887, 
and  he  continued  as  pastor  for  eleven  years.  “ His  ministry  was  fruitful  in  unifying  and 
strengthening  the  church;  an  earnest,  faithful  pastor,  his  purity  of  life  and  devotion  are 
remembered  with  gratitude.” 

One  factor  in  the  growth  of  those  years  was  the  renting  of  the  new  Van  Schaick  Hall  at 
Ferris  Seminary,  No.  178  Bluff,  for  the  evening  services  and  for  the  Sunday  School,  from 
January  2nd,  18S0.  The  Sunday  School 
grew  apace  under  superintendents  Mrs. 

Correll,  A.  J.  Wilkin  ot  Jardine’s,  followed 
by  W.  D.  S.  Edwards,  a tea  buyer,  then  by 
Miss  Kuhns  of  the  Protestant  Methodist 
School.  From  1896  Clarence  Griffin  was 
superintendent  until  the  fateful  1923,  with 
the  exception  of  one  furlough  year,  when 
Mr.  Van  Sinderen  of  the  Standard  Oil 
Company  took  his  place.  “ The  Sunday 
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School  outnumbered  the  church  membership  and  became  a bright  feature 
in  the  community  life.” 

It  was  within  this  period, — 1892 — that  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Francis  E.  Clark 
of  Christian  Endeavor  fame  visited  Yokohama  for  two  days,  and  formed 
a branch  of  that  Society  which  proved  a great  help  to  the  young  people, 
not  alone  of  Union  Church,  but  to  others  who  were  attracted  to  it.  All 
took  some  part  in  work ; some  went  with  Dr.  Meacham  to  the  British  or 
U.  S.  jails  for  short  weekly  services ; some  took  flowers  to  the  sick  or 
church  notices  to  the  hotels  and  newspapers. 

The  growing  congregation  and  choir  longed  for  a pipe  organ. 
There  was  only  one  in  Japan  in  1892,  and  that  in  Christ  Church.  The 
organist  there,  Mr.  J.  T.  Griffin,  offered  to  secure  one  on  a business 
trip  to  England.  He  was  most  successful.  One  which  exactly  fit  into  the  alcove  behind  the 
pulpit  of  the  Kaigan  Church,  valued  at  £600,  was  secured  for  £90  since  it  was  going  to  Japan. 
The  “■  Shire  ” Line  of  steamers  brought  it  over  for  the  nominal  price  of  one  guinea  and  the 
47  packages  were  admitted  free  of  duty.  Mr.  Griffin  and  Mr.  W.  A.  Crane,  a piano-tuner, 
with  Charles  Sale,  by  study  and  work  were  able  to  assemble  the  parts  and  install  them  in 
the  church.  Two  organ  recitals  were  given  by  Mr.  Griffin,  with  vocal  music  by  Mrs.  Strome 
and  Mrs.  Hall,  the  generous  offertory  being  sufficient  to  cover  all  costs  of  the  organ. 

With  Mr.  Griffin  had  come  his  son  Clarence  and  daughter  Ethel  and  the  three  decided  to 


Rev.  George  M.  Meacham, 
D.D. 
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join  the  Union  Church.  The  father  became  organist  and  choir  leader,  the  others  members  of 
the  choir  and  Sunday  School  serving  until  1923. 

Another  gifted  musician,  who  was  for  thirty  years  in  the  choir,  often  helping  at  the  organ 
or  piano,  was  Miss  Julia  Moulton,  sister  of  Mrs.  Meacham  and  teacher  of  music  in  Ferris 
Seminary.  She  gave  not  only  trained  service  but  inspiration  to  attempt  high-class  music,  even 
oratorios.  Baside  Mr.  Griffin  and  his  son,  Messrs.  C.  V.  Sale,  Whitefield,  Southall,  Karl 
Vincent,  S.  H.  Somerton  and  Mrs.  F.  J.  Wevill  faithfully  served  as  organists  up  to  July,  1923. 
To  give  the  roll  of  singers  who  added  much  to  the  worship  periods  would  be  impossible,  but 
in  spite  of  constantly  changing  personnel  the  choir  of  Union  Church  was  always  creditably 
sustained. 

After  eleven  fruitful  years  of  work  Dr.  Meacham  resigned  in  1898, 
and  Dr.  Booth  was  again  honorary  pastor.  In  January  1900  he  was  chosen 
pastor  with  salary  and  served  thus  for  two  years.  His  Board  requiring  his 
full  time,  he  became  once  more  honorary  pastor,  with  a committee  of 
which  Dr.  J.  L.  Dearing  was  chairman  to  arrange  for  the  preaching.  Again 
missionaries  in  Yokohama  and  Tokyo  were  generous  in  assistance. 

Visiting  clergymen  and  others  were  pressed  into  service.  An  Andrew 
and  Philip  Society  was  formed  which  resulted  in  bringing  many  young 
men  to  church.  A men’s  reading  room  was  opened  with  the  assistance 
of  laymen. 

The  Ladies’  Auxiliary  was  organized  on  November  16th,  1899,  with 


Rev.  E.  S.  Booth.  M.A. 
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efficient  committees  which  vigorously  went  to  work  to  find  means  for  securing  a permanent 
pastor  and  the  sorely  needed  building  on  the  Bluff  among  the  homes  of  the  people.  By 
February  1904  there  was  a surplus  in  the  church  treasury  which  justified  the  formation  of  a 
“ Sustentation  Fund,”  and  the  trustees  were  instructed  to  divide  this  into  three  parts,  namely, 
a “Building  Fund,”  a “Manse  Fund,”  and  a “Pastor’s  Fund,”  three  collections  to  be  taken 
each  year.  In  April  a permanent  committee  was  appointed  to  raise 
funds  and  acquire  property.  By  summer  they  were  able  to  buy  lot  No. 
49  Bluff  at  the  low  rate  of  Yl3,000,  thanks  to  the  generosity  of  the 
owner,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Ballagh. 

Erecting  a church  in  a foreign  country  is  far  more  difficult  than  in 
a land  where  churches  as  well  as  designs  abound.  However,  by  October 
29th,  1908,  funds  warranted  the  letting  of  the  contract,  according  to 
plans  drawn  by  Mr.  B.  M.  Ward,  Architect. 

Meanwhile  the  securing  of  a permanent  pastor  had  been  the  object 
of  much  labor  and  correspondence,  and,  through  the  help  of  Dr.  Robert 
E.  Speer  and  the  American  Foreign  Missions  Conference  committee 
which  aids  Union  Churches  in  foreign  lands.  Rev.  T.  Roseberry  Good 
was  called  from  the  United  States  and  duly  installed  in  December  1908.  His  appointment  gave 
an  impetus  to  the  work  of  building  and  money  came  in  rapidly. 

The  cornerstone  was  to  have  been  laid  Saturday,  March  20th,  1909,  but  a storm  compelled 
the  postponement  until  the  following  Monday  noon.  The  program,  however,  was  held  in  Van 
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Schaick  Hall  on  Saturday  with  a history  of  the 
church  by  Dr.  Booth,  addresses  by  Rev.  A.  A. 

Bennett,  representing  the  missionaries,  by  the 
Pastor,  and  by  Mr.  D.  H.  Blake,  Honorary 
Treasurer  of  the  Building  Committee.  The 
ceremony  of  laying  the  cornerstone  was  per- 
formed by  Mrs.  Van  Petten  at  the  request  of 
Mrs.  Ballagh,  who  had  been  selected  for  the 
place  but  had  died  the  previous  month. 

For  five  and  one  half  years  the  Building 
Committee — Messrs.  J.  T.  Griffin  (Chairman'', 

Bagnall,  Blake,  Bunting,  L.  Pollard  and  Capt. 

Swain — had  worked  faithfully,  meeting  many 
and  unexpected  difficulties.  On  October  15th, 

1910,  they  were  able  to  deliver  to  the  Trus- 
tees a handsome  concrete  building,  well  fur- 
nished, that  was  a great  addition  to  the  Bluff. 

It  consisted  mainly  of  two  stories.  The  lower 
one  on  road  level  contained  the  large  Sunday 
School  rooms,  the  church  parlor,  and  vestibules. 

On  a mezzanine  floor  on  the  west  was  a pastor’s  study,  choir  assembly  room  and  a kitchen.  The 
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upper  story  comprised  the  church  itself  with  entrances  from  two  roads.  It  would  seat  from 
320  to  550.  All  of  the  woodwork  including  the  semi-circular  seats,  carved  choir  stalls  and 
rostrum  were  of  light-colored  keyaki ; the  glazed  windows  were  in  six  pastelle  tints,  giving  a 
cheery  aspect. 

The  pipe  organ  was  moved  from  the  Kaigan  Church  and  rebuilt  to  harmonize  with  the 
church  interior.  A smaller  pipe  organ  was  given  by  Mr.  Isaac  Bunting  to  the  Sunday  School. 
The  tasteful  carpetting  and  furnishing  was  done  mainly  by  the  Ladies’  Auxiliary,  which  had 
also  been  most  successful  in  securing  funds. 

Dedication  day — October  15th,  1910 — again  brought  stormy  weather,  but  the  service  was  a 
most  impressive  one.  The  congregation  assembled  in  Van  Schaick  Hall,  and  led  by  the 
Architect  and  the  Building  Committee  marched  to  the  church.  At  the  door  Architect  Ward 
handed  the  keys  to  Mr.  Bagnall,  who  took  the  place  of  Mr.  Griffin  who  was  ill,  and  he  in 
turn  handed  them  to  Mr.  James  Macbeth,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  Mr.  Macbeth 
accepted  the  keys  for  the  congregation,  unlocked  the  doors  and  the  procession  filed  in  as  Mr. 
Somerton  played  the  organ.  Psalm  24  was  read  responsively  after  which  the  Te  Deum  was 
sung.  Passages  from  I.  Kings  VIII.  were  read  by  Rev.  W.  B.  Parshley  and  “Holy,  Holy, 
Holy,”  was  sung,  after  which  the  congregation,  still  standing,  dedicated  the  building  with 
these  words ; 

“ This  Building  which  we  have  been  permitted  to  build  through  the 
gracious  favour  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  we  now  reverently  dedicate  to 
His  worship  and  service,  for  the  glory  of  His  Holy  Name,  for  the 
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advancement  of  His  Kingdom,  and  for  the  blessing  of  our  fellowmen,  in 
the  name  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit. — Amen.” 

A dedicatory  prayer  by  the  Pastor,  the  Doxology,  and  the  Benediction  by  Dr.  Ballagh 
brought  the  service  to  a close. 

An  informal  meeting  followed  in  the  Sunday  School  rooms,  where  Dr.  Loomis  spoke  for 
the  four  charter-members  present — Miss  Crosby,  Dr.  Ballagh,  Mrs.  Loomis  and  himself.  Dr. 
Booth,  who  had  been  so  efficient  and  generous  in  his  service  for  twenty-eight  years,  spoke  of 


his  joy  in  the  fullfillment  of  his  desires. 
A warm  tribute  was  paid  by  Mr.  F.  G. 
Sale  to  the  Building  Committee,  especially 
to  Chairman  Griffin  who  had  spent  weeks  of 
time  in  supervision.  He  reminded  all  that 
it  was  largely  due  to  Mr.  Bunting’s  genero- 
sity that  the  building  was  commenced. 
The  Pastor  said  that  any  visitor  from 
America,  just  arrived,  would  probably  have 
heard  of  the  report  given  abroad  as  to  the 
ungodliness  of  port  cities  in  the  Orient. 
But  he  himself  would  like  to  bear  public 
testimony  that  among  Yokohama  business 
men  were  some  of  the  staunchest  supporters 
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of  Christianity  and  church  work  that  he  found  anywhere.  Today  they  had  tangible  evidence 
of  an  interest  that  had  been  expressed  in  hard  work  and  sacrifice.  Mr.  Blake,  Honorary 
Treasurer,  reported  that  since  the  work  began  there  had  been  paid  1 60,794.  The  total  cost 
of  land  and  building  amounted  to  y82,000.  so  that  there  was  ¥21,000  more  to  be  raised.  He 
appealed  forthwith  for  subscriptions,  saying  that  Mr.  Sale  had  given  him  a cheque  for 
¥1,000.  and  he  and  Mr.  Bagnall  would  each  give  the  same.  Including  these  gifts  the  sum  of 
¥5,500  was  secured  that  afternoon. 

The  next  day,  Sunday,  three  services  were  held,  the  afternoon  one  being  for  the  Sunday 
School.  Special  music  was  given,  Mr.  Good  preaching  in  the  morning  and  Dr.  Bearing  in  the 
evening.  One  friend  writes,  “It  was  an  ecstatically  happy  day.” 

The  new  building  brought  in  new  families.  Here  as  in  the  Kaigan  building  notable  men 
preached  or  lectured,  among  them  George  Muller  of  Bristol ; Gen.  William  Booth  and  Dr. 
W.  C.  Poole  of  London  ; Dr.  John  R.  Mott,  Dr.  Charles  Cuthbert  Hall  and  Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
all  of  New  York  City;  Evangelists  Torrey  and  Chapman  with  Mr.  Alexander,  S.  D.  Gordon; 
Drs.  Henry  C.  Mabie  and  Shailer  Mathews,  and  Drs.  Barclay  and  William  Ashmore  from  China. 

One  specially  helpful  member  was  Mrs.  Scidmore,  mother  of  American  Consul-General 
Scidmore,  and  of  Miss  Eliza  Scidmore,  writer  of  books  on  Japan  and  sponsor  of  the  Japanese 
cherry-trees  presented  to  Washington,  D.  C.  The  W.  K.  Wilsons  and  the  William  Harris  family 
were  most  faithful  during  this  period.  The  Austen  family  divided  their  interests  between 
Union  Church  and  Christ  Church,  the  father.  Rev.  W.  T.  Austen,  in  1923  completing  fifty  years 
of  service  for  the  Seamens’  Mission  in  Yokohama.  One  son,  Albert,  was  a deacon  and  usher 
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in  the  Union  Church,  and  two  daughters  sang  in  the  choir,  and  with  their  mother  were  helpful 
in  the  Auxiliary. 

The  year  after  the  dedication  was  a critical  one.  All  the  members  felt  the  necessity  of 
paying  off  the  large,  unexpected  debt,  and  it  is  greatly  to  their  credit  that  by  the  time  of  the 
next  annual  meeting  they  were  free  from  that  load.  One  plan  used  for  raising  money  was 
“ the  wheel  plan  " whereby  one  person  pledged  a certain  amount  and  agreed  to  secure  a like 
sum  from  twenty  others. 

The  Sunday  School  flourished,  reaching  an 
attendance  of  125.  In  1903  there  had  been  a Boys’ 

Brigade  led  by  Capt.  Lewthwaite  Tebb  for  a number 
of  years,  which  was  carried  on  for  a year  longer 
by  Harry  Kilby.  Later  Clarence  Griffin  had  a 
company  of  Boy  Scouts  which  was  justly  popular; 
being  himself  a Scout  Master  the  boys  were  regularly 
instructed  and  won  their  badges  in  the  proper 
manner.  The  Sunday  School  rooms  were  their 
rallying  place  and  in  case  of  rain  were  also  used  for  drill.  The  troop  made  a smart  appear- 
ance on  Empire  and  Memorial  Days  and  wei'e  most  efficiently  helpful. 

Marines  were  frequently  entertained  in  the  Sunday  School  rooms  and  sometimes  a short 
service  was  held  over  the  urn  of  some  stranger  who  had  died  “ far  from  his  kindred  and  their 
graves.” 


Sunday  School  Teachers  about  1918 
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The  pastorate  of  Mr.  Good  ended  in  September  1912,  and  in  a month  or  two  the  services 
of  Rev.  J.  Blackburn  of  Philadelphia  were  secured  for  one  year.  He  and  his  wife  had  come 
thus  far  on  a round-the-world  trip,  and  consented  to  remain  at  the  request  of  the  church.  By 
the  time  his  “ heartening  ” year  expired,  another  travelling  clergyman.  Rev.  G.  Chapman  Jones 
of  Hornell,  N.  Y.,  had  been  found,  and  he  also  gave  acceptable  service  for  one  year.  He  sailed 
the  very  day  in  November  1914  on  which  Rev.  William  Martin,  with  his  wife  and  daughter, 
arrived  from  California,  having  accepted  a call  to  the  pastorate.  Mr.  Martin  served  most 
loyally  all  during  those  trying  days  of  the  World  War  that  lengthened  into  years.  The  New 
York  Committee  still  gave  their  yearly  grant ; otherwise  it  would  have  been  harder  to  meet 
expenses,  as  the  congregation  was  affected  by  the  changed  conditions.  It  was  a cause  for  real 
gratitude  that  during  that  lamentable  period  a real  pastor  was  always  ready  with  cheer  and 
comfort. 

When  the  War  broke  out,  the  wife  of  the  Belgian  Consul  started  work  for  the  soldiers  in 
her  own  home.  The  Ladies’  Auxiliary  soon  began  as  a society  to  assist  her,  meeting  every 
Thursday  for  sewing  and  securing  work  to  be  done  at  home.  Mrs.  Manley  was  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  that  cut  out  garments — usually  pajamas  for  the  hospitals — while  her  daughter. 
Miss  Jennie  Manley,  supervised  packing  and  shipping.  The  “Ladies’  Parlor”  was  crowded; 
a most  vivid  memory  is  of  Mrs.  William  Harris  and  Mrs.  W.  S.  Worden  each  sitting  at  a 
sewing  machine  and  running  it  at  full  speed  for  stretches  of  three  hours. 

When  America  entered  the  War,  the  superintendent  of  the  U.  S.  Naval  Hospital  offered  a 
suite  of  rooms  on  the  second  floor;  cutting  tables  were  installed,  bandage-rolling  machines 
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provided,  and  orderlies  helped  in  packing.  Union  Church  ladies  then  joined  this  cooperative 
undertaking  of  which  Mrs.  W.  T.  Payne  was  chairman,  and  attended  as  they  were  able.  All  were 
encouraged  by  a letter  of  thanks  from  a Yokohama  volunteer  in  a field  hospital  in  France 
who  discovered  he  was  wearing  a suit  of  pajamas  bearing  the  label,  “Union  Church  Ladies’ 
Auxiliary  of  Yokohama.” 

Genuine  sorrow  followed  the  word  that  faithful  Frank  Bunting  had  been  shot  in  the  act 
of  helping  a wounded  comrade.  He  had  always  been  useful  in  the  Sunday  School  and  in  looking 
after  the  church  property.  In  his  will  he  left  the  Church  £500,  the  interest  of  which  was  to 
be  used  to  continue  this  care.  Another  to  offer  his  young  life  on  those  fields  of  France  was 
Lieut.  Vinton  A.  Bearing,  second  son  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Bearing  for  twenty-five  years 
staunch  workers  in  the  church.  A third  who  was  a member  of  the  Sunday  School  for  a 
considerable  time  was  Charles  Bertram  Thwaites — “ Bertie  an  eager  volunteer,  killed  the 
first  moment  he  stepped  out  of  the  trenches. 

Who  will  ever  forget  the  day  when  the  word  went  round,  “ The  British  line  is  breaking ; 
there  will  be  noonday  prayer  at  Christ  Church”?  The  place  was  full— so  many  men  present 
— and  their  faces  so  white!  The  regular  Wednesday  prayer  meeting  was  the  same  evening 
at  six.  At  six-thirty,  our  faithful  Mr.  Sherriff,  Editor  of  The  Japan  Gazette,  appeared  at  the 
door  and  said,  “The  latest  word  is  the  line  is  holding.’ 

In  April  1916,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Booth  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bearing  went  on  furlough,  and  a 
year  later  only  Dr.  Booth  returned  to  Yokohama  as  Mrs.  Booth  and  Dr.  Bearing  had 
both  passed  away.  Ravages  of  the  War  appeared  and  the  city  filled  with  Russian  refugees 
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needing  help  or  their  wealthy  compatriots  willing  to  pay  exorbitant  prices  for  anything 
they  wanted. 

After  five  years  of  faithful  work  Mr.  Martin  was  taken  ill  in  November  1919,  and  was  given 
a trip  to  Manila  in  order  to  recuperate  in  a warm  climate;  but  as  he  was  returning,  he 
passed  away  in  a heart  attack  at  the  home  of  his  son  in  Shanghai  in  early  March. 

Again  the  Union  Church  was  pastorless  until  early  in  1921  when  Dr.  Herbert  Manchester 
of  Syracuse,  N.Y.  was  secured.  He  added  to  the  activities  of  the  church  a Men’s  Club,  which 
met  monthly  in  the  Sunday  School  rooms,  partaking  of  a homelike  dinner  served  by  the 
Ladies’  Auxiliary,  and  spending  the  evening  with  good  music  and  other  forms  of  fellowship. 
Messrs.  Harry  Campbell  and  J.  F.  Gressitt  were  song  leaders,  and  any  man  in  the  city  was 
welcome. 

May  29th,  1921,  occurred  the  dedication  of  a beautiful  memorial  window  representing  the 
youthful  St.  John — a gift  from  Mrs.  J.  L.  Bearing  in  memory  of  her  husband. 

In  the  summer  of  1922  Dr.  Manchester’s  affairs  called  him  home  for  a year,  and  he  found 
as  substitute  Dr.  Charles  L.  Noyes,  just  retiring  from  his  only  pastorate  of  forty  years  in 
Somerville,  Mass.  Dr.  Noyes  was  born  in  India  and  his  wife  had  been  in  Japan  years  before. 
His  personality  was  most  winning ; but  the  climate  was  hard  for  one  of  his  years  and  he  died 
in  August  1923. 

The  Yokohama  Union  Church  met  with  an  unspeakable  trial  in  the  terrible  earthquake- 
fire  of  September  1st,  1923  which  destroyed  78,646  houses  and  caused  the  death  of  26,623  people 
in  Yokohama  alone,  according  to  official  records.  It  was  like  a hideous  nightmare  followed 
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by  hours  of  suspense  and  uncertainty  over  the  fate  of  loved  ones,  the  earth  still  quivering  for 
days.  Mercifully  it  occurred  in  the  daytime,  and  at  noon  when  children  were  at  home. 
Many  of  the  church  members  and  their  families  had  not  returned  from  their  summer  holiday, 
and  the  loss  of  life  was  thus  lighter.  Miss  Jennie  Kuyper,  Principal  of  Ferris  Seminary, 
perished  in  the  ruins  of  the  school,  and  Mrs.  Edith  R.  Lacey,  Y.W.C.A.  secretary,  was 
buried  on  the  street  under  a falling  building.  Many  among  the  foreign  population  were 
injured  and  others  had  most  narrow  escapes.  George  Ivison,  secretary  of  the  Sunday  School 
for  seven  years  without  missing  a single  Sunday  nor  being  late  once,  lost  his  life  at  that 
time.  The  fine  church  home  with  its  varied 
equipment  became  a heap  of  ruins,  and 
the  caretaker  and  his  little  son  fell  victims 
with  it. 

Refugees  by  the  hundreds  were  taken 
in  steamers  to  Kobe,  and  from  there  their 
friends  first  heard  of  their  safety.  Relief 
supplies  and  funds  poured  in  from  all 
parts  of  Japan  and  from  all  over  the  world. 

This  expression  of  love  for  humanity  was 
what  saved  the  sufferers  from  the  depths 
of  despair.  A few  foreign  homes  stood 
and  twenty  - five  - thousand  native  houses 


September  2nd,  1923 
All  that  was  left 
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did  not  fall ; temporary  huts  and  cheap  barracks  were  gradually  put  up,  and  this  undaunted, 
persistent  people  proceeded  to  reconstruct  the  city  so  important  for  international  trade.  Such 
courage  and  patience,  such  uncomplaining  endurance  were  an  inspiration  to  all  beholders. 

The  Union  Church  membership  was  scattered  to  Kobe,  Shanghai,  Canada,  The  States  and 
England.  The  American  teachers  in  the  five  mission  schools  went  on  with  their  work,  three 
in  barracks  and  two  in  damaged  buildings.  The  City  Y.M.C.A.  building  was  gutted  but  safe. 
As  February — the  month  for  the  annual  gathering — drew  near,  a meeting  of  the  surviving 
members  was  called  at  the  Y.M.C.A.  at  four,  February  19th,  1924.  Nineteen  appeared.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  D.  H.  Blake  from  Tokyo  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  S.  Sneyd  from  Omori,  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Henry  Topping,  Mrs.  Bickel,  Mrs.  Lynn,  Misses  Barnes,  Hodges,  Loomis,  Noordhoff,  Pawley, 
Rogers  and  Tracy  and  Messrs.  Fisher,  Gressitt,  and  Helm.  Two-thirds  of  these  people  had 
been  burned  out  and  the  others  had  lost  heavily.  Letters  of  regret  came  from  Messrs.  Covell 
and  Robson. 

On  checking  up  it  was  found  that  all  of  the  property-holding  committee  had  left  the  city, 
but  Mr.  Ernest  Bunting  in  Tokyo  might  serve  for  a time ; Messrs.  Blake,  Gressitt  and  Helm 
were  added  as  members  and  authorized  to  take  over  and  re-register  the  property,  and  see 
that  the  lot  was  cleared  of  debris.  A new  Board  of  Trustees  and  one  of  Elders  was  chosen, 
and  an  innovation  was  introduced  when  some  ladies  were  appointed  to  serve  thereon.  The 
former  Honorary  Treasurer,  Mr.  Everingham  of  Kobe,  wrote  that  there  was  Y3000  to  be 
turned  over  to  the  new  Treasurer,  Mr.  C.  J.  Helm.  Miss  Tracy  reported  that  Mrs.  Piper, 
Treasurer,  had  over  TSOO  belonging  to  the  Ladies’  Auxiliary,  and  the  Society  was  asked  to 


\ 


18 


care  for  the  widow  of  the  former  caretaker  who 
was  in  need.  A letter  from  Dr.  Manchester,  which 
was  highly  appreciated,  said  he  considered  himself 
still  Pastor  of  the  church,  and  stood  ready  to  assist 
in  any  way  possible.  The  elders  and  deacons  were 
made  a committee  to  arrange  for  regular  Sunday 
services. 

Again  the  Union  Church  began  to  function, 
dependent  upon  the  kind  help  of  Tokyo  missionaries. 

After  a lapse  of  seven  months.  Dr.  E.  T.  Iglehart  gave 
the  sermon  at  the  first  service  which  was  held  in  the 
Y.M.C.A.  March  2nd,  1924,  at  four.  Hymn  books  were 
borrowed  from  the  Karuizawa  Union  Church. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  was  held  February  26th  with  ten  ladies  present 
who  made  plans  for  a get-together  supper  which  proved  very  successful  and  enjoyable.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Graham  Kemper  of  the  American  Consulate  were  cheerful  helpers  in  those  days  of 
slow  re-construction.  Mr.  Kemper  who  had  been  on  the  battlefields  of  France  said 
Yokohama  lacked  only  the  smell  of  powder  to  make  him  feel  at  home. 

At  the  semi-annual  dinner  at  the  Seamens’  Club  November  7th,  1924,  over  fifty  people  were 
present.  More  property  had  been  acquired  to  the  extent  of  a good  cabinet  organ  from  abroad 
and  one  hundred  copies  of  Hymns  for  the  Living  Age — a gift  from  the  Century  Company. 
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Since  the  Y.M.C.A.  soon  began  to  need  all  their  rooms,  Sunday  services  from  October 


1st,  1924,  were  held  at  the  barracks  of  the  Seamen’s  Club  until  April  5th,  1925,  when  the 
Union  Church  again  held  its  service  at  the  Kaigan  Church,  a temporary  building  on  the 
old  historic  site.  A Sunday  School  of  at  first  three  pupils  had  been  started  by  Miss  Pratt  in 
the  Club  October  1st,  and  moved  to  the  Kaigan  Church ; but  as  the  school  grew  it  was  more 
convenient  to  have  it  at  No.  212  Bluff  Sunday  mornings,  and  there  it  continued  to  grow  until 
the  Community  House  was  built. 


Meanwhile  Dr.  Manchester  had  opened  aia  office  in  New  York  City,  and  was  working  hard 
to  get  funds  for  rebuilding;  later  he  went  to  Honolulu  fora  short  pastorate  where  he  secured 
other  sums.  Such  progress  had  been  made  that  late  in  December  1925 
he  returned  to  Yokohama.  The  hospitable  Austen  home  that  had 
before  sheltered  him  was  gone,  and  very  many  old  friends  had  departed, 
but  his  courage  did  not  fail.  On  April  27th,  1926  was  held  the 
wedding  reception  for  him  and  his  newly-arrived  Bride,  who  at  once 
won  all  hearts.  By  September  1926  the  congregation,  desiring  to 
have  morning  services,  secured  the  use  of  the  Y.W.C.A’s.  temporary 
building  on  Ota  Machi  for  eleven  o’clock.  A vesper  service  was  then 
held  at  No.  212  Bluff. 

After  much  negotiation  the  lot  at  No.  49  Bluff,  owned  by  Union 
Church,  was  sold  to  Ferris  Seminary,  and  one  at  No.  66-b  Bluff  was 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  . ,,  r oa 

Herbert  Manchester  bought,  whcreon  was  erectcd  a “Community  House  to  seat  trom  eU 
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to  120  with  Sunday  School  and  social  rooms 
below ; a Manse  and  a care-taker’s  house 
were  also  built  leaving  a space  on  the  upper 
terrace  sufficiently  large  on  which  to  build 
an  auditorium  when  needed.  The  cost  of  the 
three  buildings  was  practically  ¥50,000  as 
prices  were  unusually  high.  The  church 
very  much  appreciated  the  assistance  which 
enabled  them  to  be  free  from  debt.  ¥15,000 
came  from  friends  in  the  United  States  and 
Honolulu  ; ¥'2565  from  Miss  Moulton’s  estate, 
and  ¥'20,000  from  the  sale  of  the  former  lot. 

The  dedicatory  service  for  the  Com- 
munity House  was  held  December  18th,  1927  at  four, 
Dr.  Manchester  presiding.  Mr.  J.  W.  Rust,  the 
Architect,  Mr.  D.  H.  Blake,  Chairman  of  the  Building 
Committee,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Fisher,  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  spoke ; greetings  were  brought  by 
Rev.  E.  C.  Bucknill  of  Christ  Church,  Rev.  T.  Sasa- 
kura  of  Kaigan  Church,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Jorgensen 
THE  MANSE  of  Tokyo  Union  Church.  The  Community  House  with 


The  Community  House  and  Carden 
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its  tasteful  interior  proved  a useful  asset  to 
the  city,  and  the  home-like  Manse  ended  the 
problem  of  a house  for  the  Pastor. 

In  September  1928  Dr.  Manchester  asked 
for  a year’s  furlough  on  account  of  his  wife’s 
health,  and  presented  the  name  of  an  old 
friend.  Dr.  James  Alexander,  who  would  be 
willing  to  supply  during  his  absence.  This 
arrangement  was  made,  and  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Manchester  sailed  in  December  with  the 


Where  Union  Church  Now  Worships 

gratitude  of  all  for  their  unselfish  and 
cheery  service  during  three  trying  years  of 
reconstruction.  One  year  not  proving 
sufficient  for  recovery  Dr.  Manchester 
resigned  and  efforts  were  begun  to  secure 
Rev.  H.  W.  Schenck  of  Plainfield,  New 
Jersey.  The  new  Pastor  and  his  family 
arrived  September  6th,  1930.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 


Sunday  School  June  1932 
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Schenck  have  proved  to  be  well  trained  for  their  work,  entering 
into  the  upbuilding  of  the  church  on  modern  lines  with  whole- 
hearted enthusiasm.  Their  pleasing  personalities  have  made  many 
friends,  and  the  every-member  canvasses  show  even  many  sup- 
porters who  are  not  attendants  on  the  inspiring  services. 

A needed  revision  of  the  Constitution  has  been  made,  a full 
list  of  members  — active,  affiliated  and  supporting  — has  been 
compiled,  and  a monthly  Bulletin,  full  of  good  things  beside 
notices,  has  been  issued.  The  well  graded  Sunday  School  has 
outgrown  its  quarters,  and  already  enlargement  of  the  buildings 
is  contemplated. 

Union  Church  met  with  a great  loss  on  March  4th,  1931  in 
the  death  of  Mr.  D.  H.  Blake— faithful  and  consistent  member  for 
thirty-three  years.  He  was  a business  man  of  the  highest  type  with  a host  of  friends  among 
leading  Japanese.  He  was  decorated  by  His  Imperial  Majesty  for  his  gracious  service  in 
promoting  understanding  and  fellowship  between  Japan  and  America.  Two  pews  marked 
with  memorial  plates  have  been  placed  in  the  auditorium  in  grateful  memory  of  Mr.  Blake. 

Union  Church  also  takes  pride  in  the  fact  that  similar  Imperial  honors  have  been  bestowed 
upon  three  others  of  its  members ; Miss  Julia  N.  Crosby  and  Miss  Clara  A.  Converse  for 
forty  years  or  more  of  educational  work  for  women  and  girls  of  the  Empire ; Dr.  Gideon  F. 
Draper,  for  social  service. 


Mr.  D.  H.  Blake 
Honored  Officer 
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The  work  of  the  Yokohama  Union  Church  has  always  been  unique.  The  membership  is 
continually  shifting;  each  year  some  go  on  furlough,  others  leave  for  business  or  family 
reasons  and  on  short  notice.  The  guest  book  shows  visitors  from  all  climes  and  of  all 
nationalities.  Former  members,  who  recall  with  gratitude  their  fellowship  in  this  church,  are 

still  living  in  all  quarters  of  the  globe. 

The  Church  rejoices  in  the  fact  that  it  is  inter- 
denominational and  international  in  spirit  and  member- 
ship. It  stands  as  a “ light  on  the  hill  ” to  welcome 
strangers  and  to  offer  homelike  hospitality.  Its  adherents 
believe  that  their  membership  represents  an  investment 
in  international  goodwill  and  in  the  kind  of  Christian 
unity  that  is  prophetic  of  the  future  of  the  Church 
Universal.  All  credit  and  praise  to  those  who  continue 
their  interest,  support  and  service. 


The  Schenck  Farr.ily 


a 


24 


